1919]                                   AFTER THE WAR
in radium will soon be back again. To freshen up my memory I am at
present re-reading your book once more and feel that this helps me more
than anything to regain my old pleasure in scientific work. So far as
I have read the progress on radioactivity during war-time, no very
striking discoveries seem to have been made. A research made in
Vienna on the number of alpha particles from radium does not look
very satisfactory and I can hardly see an improvement on our old work.
You wiH perhaps remember that I started on a redetermination of the
number just before the war began and I think-1 will go on with it now.
It would, please me very much indeed, if you should find time
occasionally to write me a few lines and to let me know how- things are
in Manchester. I send this letter through Cook & Son, Post Box 706,
Amsterdam, at a suggestion of Chadwick.
RUTHERFORD TO GEIGER
14 June 1919. I received your letter and am very glad to know that you
have come through the struggle all right and are back at the old work
again.
I have kept in touch as far as possible with my old researchers during
the War and am glad to know most of them are safe and sound. The
research men of the Laboratory here are very scattered, but Robinson
and Florance have returned to their teaching duties. The latter spent
most of his time in India and Mesopotamia and had several attacks of
malaria. Our greatest loss was Moseley who was killed in 1915 in
Gallipoli. We are intending to erect a memorial tablet to him in the
Laboratory.
You will have heard that I go to take charge of the Cavendish
Laboratory soon. J. J. T. is now Master of Trinity and is much occupied
with general scientific work, but hopes to continue his researches in the
Cavendish where he will have some rooms.
We are all feeling very rusty scientifically after the war, and it will
be some years before we can get going properly, for apparatus is very
dear and difficult to get. I think your experience is similar to everyone
alive who has been in science. Robinson is gradually regaining his
interest in pure science again, but it takes time to get into the old
swing.
Marsden is now in New Zealand again. Russell is lecturer in Sheffield.
I saw Bohr for a few days recently on his way to attend a conference in